A Study In Scarlet

The story begins in seventeenth-century Boston, then a Puritan settlement. A young woman,
Hester Prynne, is led from the town prison with her infant daughter, Pearl, in her arms and the
scarlet letter “A” on her breast. A man in the crowd tells an elderly onlooker that Hester is
being punished for adultery. Hester’s husband, a scholar much older than she is, sent her ahead
to America, but he never arrived in Boston. The consensus is that he has been lost at sea.
While waiting for her husband, Hester has apparently had an affair, as she has given birth to a
child. She will not reveal her lover’s identity, however, and the scarlet letter, along with her
public shaming, is her punishment for her sin and her secrecy. On this day Hester is led to the
town scaffold and harangued by the town fathers, but she again refuses to identify her child’s
father.
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